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IN THE CLAIMS 
PLEASE AMEND THE CLAIMS AS FOLLOWS: 

1. (currently amended) A method for classifymg a message, comprising: 

receiving a message^, the message indu ling a message body; , 
parsing the message body to deter mine whether the message body indudes on^ 

or more items of a certain tvoe. wherein the one or more items of a 

certain type may be uspH ^ rhm ^ the message: 
identifying all instances of th^ items of a certain type for each of the one or more 

items of a certain type identified durin g parsing of [[in]] thi^ ni#>QflAgA 

body; 

reducing each of the all instances of the items of a certain type for each of the 
on^ or more items of a certain type to a canonical equivalent that 
identifies a group of synanymoiis word s, numbers, syi^ bnls, or plirases^ . 
and wherein the canonical equivalent represent s each of the all instant?^ 
of items of a certain type regardl ess of individual format of each of the all 
instances of items of t he certain iyp er 

determining whether the canonical equ ivalent of each of the all instances of the 
items of a certain type for each ct the one or more items of a certain typ e 
meets a criterion, the criterion corresponding to an acceptable item; 

classifying the message based on whether the canonical equivalent of each of the 
all rristances of the items of a certain ty7>e for each of the one or more 
HeoiS Qt ^ c;eirt^ type are determined to meet the criterion; and 

processing the message in accordance vtith the classification of the message. 

2. (cancelled) . 
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3. (currently amended) The method of cladm 1, wherein the one or more items of a 
certain type include a distibnguishing property. 

4. (currently amended) The method of claim 1/ wherein the one or more items of a 
certain type include a contact point 

5. (previously presented) The method of claim 4, wherein the contact point includes a 
imiversal resource locator (URL). 

6. (previously presatted) Themethodof claim 4, wherein the contact point includes a 
phone number. 

7. (previously presented) Hie method of claim 4, wherein the contact point includes an 
address. 

8. -9. (cancelled) 

■ . t ■ • I 

10. (currently amended) The method of claim 1^ wherein detennining whether the 

canonical equivalent of each of the all instanceg of the items of a certain type for each of . 
the orte or more items of a certain type meets a criterion further includes cozhputing a 
signature based oil the canonical equivalent 

t 

11. (currently amended) The method of claim 10, wherein determining whether the 
canonical equivalent of each of the all instances, of the items of a certain type for each of 
the one or more items meets the criterion furth^T inHnrlpg Hj^toinnjnjng ^yhether flic 
signature exists in a database of acceptable sigruituies. 

12- (cancelled) 

3 
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13. (previously presented) Hie method of claoi 1, further comprising updating a 
database of acceptable items through a registration process. 

14. (previously presented) The method of daim 13, wherein the registratloii process 
includes: 

receivir^ a registration message; 

dteddng a certificate associated with the message, the. certificate confirming that 

the registration message is from an acceptable source; ' 
extracting an item from the message; and 

adding an entry derived from the item Go the database of acceptable items. 

15. ^16. (cancelled) 

17. (previously presented) The method of claim 1, further comprising updating a 
database of acceptable items by aggregating user input 

18. (previously presented) lite metfiod of claim 17, wherein aggregating user in^jut 
includes: 

extracting an item from a user classified message; and 
updating the state of the item based on the user dassificatioru 

19. (previously presented) The method of claim 1, further comprising updating a 
database of acceptable items by post-processing stored messages. 



4 



PAGE 7/17 ' RCVD AT 10/26^007 3:07:40 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * 8VR:U8PTO-EFXRF-6/8 * DNI8:2738300 * C8ID: 6508 123444 * DURATION Cmm-SS):03-42 



Oct. 26 2007 12:06 



CHRR FERRELL LLP 



6508123444 



20. (cunrmtly amended) A system for Classify!^ 

an interface coupled to a mafl server, -he interface configured to receive the 

message, the message including a message body; 
a processor at the mail server, the processor configured to execute iiistructions 
stored in memory, the instructions Including the steps of: 
PMSms the mPS^^KQ body to dehrmine wh^^^ messag e V^y 
■ iqctudespn^ormOTe ifrmsof a ^vrte^ntvTw, ^i,^^ 
ffiQre i tem,.^ of a ceirtgin type may be .^^ ^^ Ti,^c.p. 

identifying aU j P StffliWg of the Jiems of a cextain type for each of 

■ or mpyei^s Of a CCTtaih tvne identifipH H„.n»p p p,^ ^ ,. „f j^^jj 
flie message body; 
reducing each of the aU gtett^,geg of the items of a cer tain type foteachjjf 
the cn^ or rnoi-e j^n^ pf a ^erf pin lypp to a canonical equivalent 
that identifies a group ofsynonymous word s, numbers. >.vml,»i o 
or phrases^d Wh^gin ^he ranonical reores^H. 
of the all in.<^anres qf itens of a certain fyp ^ ^ f^-^'f ffr - f 
ind^v^d^al fprmat of each of thP all m«to,w.oc r.t^ ^. ^f^^ 
certain typff- 

detennining whether the canonical equivalent of each of the attin^^ 
ofAe,items of a certain tvi,e for each nfh. ^^^^ ^ 

SfflteaajJES meets a oiterioiv the criteria 
acceptable item; 

classifying the message based on whether the canonical equivalent of 
each of the gll inst^ces of fhp items of a certain type fss^sj^ 
fh^ one or more nems of a rerfffin tyj^ . are detennined to meet 

the criterion; and i 

processing Ae message in accordance with flie classification of the 
message. 



S 
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21, (currently amended) A computer-readable storage meditim having embodied 
Ihereon a program, the pzt>gram being executable by a computer to perfomi a method 
for classifying a message, the method comprising: 

receiving a message, the message indu teig a message body; 

parsing flie message body to detemting whether tihe message body includes cm^ 

or more Items of a ceitain type, wherein the one or more items of a 

certain type may be used fn rlaadfy the message! and 
identifying all instances of the items of a certain type for each of the one or more 

items of a certain type identified during parsing of [[in]] the message 

body; 

reducing each of the all instances of the items of a certain type for each of the 
one or more items o f a certain typ e to a canonical equivalent that 
identifies a group of synonymous word s, numbers, symbols^ or phrases^ 
and wherein the canonical equivalent represent s each of the aU instances 
of items of a certain type regardless of individual format of each of the all 
instances of items of tii e certain type: 
. determining whether the canonical equ Lvalent of each of the ^^ wf^sm ces of the 
items of a certain type for each c£ the one or more items of a certain fyp f^ 
mieets a criterioiv the criterion corresponding to an acceptable item; 

classifying Hie message based on whether the canonical equivalent of each of the 
all instances of the items of a certain type for each of the one or more 
items of a certain type are determined to m^Pfr thty rr\ft>Tinn^ ^tiH 

processing tfie message in accordance ^ith the classification of the message. 

22. (previously presented) The method of clairri 11, further comprising updating the 
database of acceptable signatures through a registration process. 
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23. (previously presented) The method of claim 1, wherein processing the message in 
accordance with the classification of the message includes delivering the message to an 
intended recipient of the message if the message is classified as non-spam. 

24. (previously presented) The method of claim 1, wherein processing the message in 
accordance with the classification of the message includes further analysis of the 
message if the classification of the message is mdeteiminate. 

25. (new) A method for classifying a messages comprising: 

receiving a message, the message inclu ding a message body; 
identifying all items of a certain type in the message body; 

reducing each of the aU items of a certain type to a canonical equivalent that 

identifies a group of synonymous words, numbers, symbols, or phrases, 
and wherein the canonical equivalent represents each of the all items of a 
certain type regardless of individual format of each of the aU instances of 
items of the certain type; 

determining whether the canonical equivalent of each of the items of a certain 
type meets a criterion, the criterion corresponding to an acceptable item; 

classifying the message based on whether the canonical equivalent of each of the 
items of a certain type are determined to meet the criterion; and 

processing the message in accordance with the classification of the message. 
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